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the Roman empire of his time and the
new religion he was engaged in defending.

Tertullian speaks equally plainly, stating
the objection made in his days also to
Christianity, that " the nations who are
strangers to all understanding of spiritual
powers, ascribe to their idols the imbuing
of waters with the self-same efficacy." " So
they do," he answers quite frankly, "but
these cheat themselves with waters that
are widowed. For washing is the channel
through which they are initiated into some
sacred rites of some notorious I sis or
Mithra; and the Gods themselves they
honour by washings .... At the
Appollinarian and Eleusinian games they
are baptised ; and they presume that the
effect of their doing that is the regenera-
tion and the remission of the penalties due
to their perjuries. Which fact, being
acknowledged, we recognise here also the
zeal of the devil rivalling the things of
God, while we find him too practising"
baptism in his subjects/'1

To solve the difficulty of these identities
we must study the Mythic Christ, the
1 Vol. VII. Tertullian, On Baptism, ch. v.